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October 12th, 1918.6 


The Reverend Pe Je Bench, 
Secretary, Board of Governors, 
Sts Michasel’s Hospital, 

67 Bond Ste, Toronto. 


Dear Father Bench; = 


Regarding the subject of our interview yesterday 
concerning appointments from the staff of St. Michael's Hospital 
on the University teaching staff in clinical surgery, I beg to 
state as follows: + 


30 appointments have been made for the coming session in 
Clinical surgerye I understand thst they will be made at some time 
during the coming week, by the Bosrd of Governors of the University. 


There has been some misunderstanding regarding the temporary 
arrangements which have been made by me pending ratification or other- 
wise by the University Boerd of Governorsse In order that clinical 
instruetion ahould be available for the students when the session 
opened on October ist, I nominated certain men to do duty as junior 
instructors who had not yet been appointed to the University staff. 
Bight such junior teachers were nominated from the Toronto General 
Hospital staff, two from the Yestern Hospital and one from St. Mickael'ts 
Hospital. fhe number is exceptionally largs becanse of the depletion 
of our ranks by men proceeding to services overseage 


In order to fulfil the requirements of our timetable 
we required these eleven additional junior teachers in the various 
hosnitelis indicated. 


I may explain regarding the method of appointment that as 
far as my individual responsibility in the matter goes, as head of the 
department of clinical surgery it is my duty first of all to determine 
the number of vacancies on my staff. Having done this I procecd to 
examine the qualifications of the available men to the best of my 
ability; I choose the men best fitted for the duties required of themes 
This is obviously the only way in which I can hope to secure efficiency. 


In view of tho present emergency & large namber of men 
(11) were nominated and their names appeared upon the tentative timetable 
and they 811 began their duties on Octobor Iste Kot one of these men 
have yet received their University appointment and in the event of any 
man failing to get that appointment he must necessarily stop his teache 
ing worke 


I regret thet in ¢onsequence of the President's absence 
overseas your letter of the Lith of September addressed to Sir Robert 
Falconer did not come into my hands until a few days agoe Nevertheless 
the claims of Dre Je Je Hoaly and Dre Te He Gallahan mentioned in your 


e 
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letter received due considerstion es did also the claims of Dre 
Ae Robinson, whe was also & member of your hospital staff. 


I consider that of these members of Ste Michael's Hospital 
staff, the man best qualified for my purpose is Dre Te Ae Robinson, and 
for thet reason alone I nominated him for the position. Hag I been 
awere of the content of your lotter of September llth, I should undoudt- 
edly have conferred with you in the matter, but circumstances which I 
have @lreody explained prevented thise 


The authorities of the Toronto General Hospital and the 
Western Hospital have accepted my nominations and I sincerely trust 
the authorities of Ste Michael's Hospital will agree to my suggestions 
@1s06 


I am neturally anxious to maintain the efficiency of the 
department in the University for which I am responsible, and I feel 
confident the various hospital authorities will not refuse to support 
my nomination of men who are in good standing on their staff. I would 
therefore ask you to be good enough to bring my communication before 
your board with the hope that they will aceede to my reanest in this 
matter and that action will be taken similar to that which has followed 
without exception in the other two hospitals concerned. 


I am, 


Yours faithfully, 


Professor of Clinical Surgery. 
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Sir Robert Falconer, 
President University of Toronto, 
Queen's Park, City. 


Dear Sir Robert:- 


I have been instructed by the Board 

of Governors of St. Michael's Hospital to respectfully 
call your attention to the fact that our petition of 
september IIth. - re the appointment ot Dr. J. Jd. Healy 
and Dr. Tf. H. Callaghan to the teaching stafrI in Surgery 
at the Hospital, has not been answered. 

May I request an answer at your earliest 
convenience? 


Yours very truly, 
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SHEGRETARY BOARD OF GOVERNORS ST. MICHAEL'S 


HOSPITAL. 
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Sir. Hobert Falconer, 
President University of Toronto, 
Queen's Park, Toronto. 


Dear Sir Robert :- 


In reply to yours of Novr. Ist. 
re appointments to surgical Staff of St. Michael's 
Hospital, I beg to state that we received a com-- 
munication from Golonel Primrose informing us he 
had personally given a temporary appointment to 
Dr. Robinson and had recommended that such appoint- 


ment be made permanent. 


Phe Board of Governors of St. Michael's 
Hospital does not view with satisfaction such method - 
pf procedure as that adopted by Colonel Primrose, nor 
de we consider his communication a reply to, our petition 
addressed to you under date of September IIth. last, 
and to which we still await a reply. 


Yours very truly, 
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